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A Chinese fast food delivery driver gets into a 
car accident prompting a haunting of his 

seven-year-old daughter. They recount the 
moments of his life that led them there.  

When You’re 
Ready To Go
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The heart of this film is the sacrifice immigrant 
parents make for their children.

It was inspired by my parents working the 
majority of their life (seven days a week) so that 
I can achieve a life beyond theirs. Their sacrifice 

bestowed upon me a sense of survivor's guilt 
and an unwavering motivation to tell their 

stories and show their triumphs. 

Soo Hugh, the writer of Pachinko, has stated 
that she believes that every immigration story is 
a  horror story - as you are thrust into a foreign 

environment where you are left to fend for 
yourself. I wanted to use horror as a metaphor 

to show this element of immigration and to 
represent generational trauma. 

When You’re 
Ready To Go

by Amy B Tiong



WHY THIS STORY? 

We want our stories to deviate from the karate kid or math wiz storyline. 

We want to tell a coming-of-age story and grounded epic that highlights the Asian immigrant 
experience and family relations. 

USC's Annenberg Inclusion Initiative looked at 1,300 popular films from 2007 to 
2019 and found that only 40 of these films contained Asian characters. 
Representation is the start of empathy. In light of our underrepresentation 
and the rise of anti-Asian hate crimes, our voices are needed more than ever.  
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LOOK & FEEL 
We aim to blend docu-style coverage with stylized imagery. Playing with contrasts, we will 
show both the hustle and bustle of working as a delivery worker and the cosmic atmosphere 
Elena feels when she gets into her own imaginary world.



LOOK 
& 
FEEL 

We will take imagery from gothic and asian horror films to convey the horror elements. 



LENS &
 SHOOTING STYLE

Much of the film will be handheld to include a sense of realism. We like the 
look of an anamorphic lens and 2.39:1 aspect ratio to achieve a sense of 
dreamlike intimacy.  



COLOR PALETTE
We want our color palate 
to represent a hot 
summer day. Elena will be 
dressed in brighter colors 
symbolizing youth and 
hope. While her father will 
is dressed in more muted 
colors to show a his frugal 
worker mentality . 



TEAM
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MEET THE DIRECTOR
Amy B Tiong  

FILMMAKER, SCHOLAR, & WELLNESS EXPERT

Amy B Tiong is a graduate of NYU Tisch School of the Arts. Inspired by her 
immigrant parents, she pursued her education with herculean efforts becoming a 

Gates Millennium Scholar, Tisch Dean’s Scholar, and Dean’s Scholar. 
 

Amy's narrative short Take Care Zora which she co-directed with Antonio Salume, 
was made in partnership with Ghetto Film School and Dolby. It will be making its 

premiere at AMC Lincoln Center & The Academy Museum of Motion Pictures.
 

She directed a project for Bustle as part of their New Filmmakers Series. Bitter 
Sweet garnered press from Elite Daily, NBC News, and The Connecticut Paper.

 Amy's most recent documentary was commissioned by PictureStart and highlights 
the MMIW (Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women) movement. Her prior works 
have earned her an IFC Audience Award, NYU Expository Writing Award, and the 

Tisch Post Production Award Grant.This would be her first feature film.
 

 She is currently working as a Production Coordinator with Vice Media Group and 
obtaining her Masters in Nutrition from the University of Bridgeport towards her CNS 

certification.
 

Amy is passionate about empowering others through knowledge and art. She hopes 
to combine her creativity, spirituality, and love of food to uplift the lives of others. 

 When she is not doing art or academia she enjoys giving back to her community by 
participating in charity runs. She also enjoys yoga, singing in the shower, baking, 

boxing, reading classics, and collecting vinyl records. 13
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https://www.amybtiong.com/


Briana Man is a cinematographer currently based out of 
New York City, and frequently works in California.  She has 
worked on various independent short and feature films, 
music videos, commercials, and documentaries that have 
shot in the United States, Spain, France, and Costa Rica.  
Besides working on many productions, Briana has interned 
for the Weinstein Company.

Briana graduated from NYU Tisch Film & TV in 2018.  Her 
work was awarded best cinematography at The First Run 
Festival & Indie Fest.

website

briana man

Kadi Tsang is an NYU Tisch graduate and a co-founder of Art 
Avenue. She is the first prize winner of the King & Wasserman 
Awards and the recipient of the Carl Lerner Award for Social 
Significance at First Run Film Festival.

She is a trilingual artist with interests in both Arts and Sciences, 
global development, and conflicts of human nature. Kadi has 
worked on various types of live and motion picture productions 
and has experience working in different departments.

Being open-minded and taking the initiative on each of her 
projects, she devotes herself to creating an inspirational world that 
facilitates cultural exchange.

website

kadi tsang

director of photography

Producer
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PRODUCTION TEAM

YISHEN ZHOU is a Stern graduate and is currently 
combining his love of arts and finance at Spotify as 
their Content Accounting Analyst. 

His love of films started with Blum House Pictures, and 
he is interested in getting more mainstream Chinese 
cinema out there. He is currently the Treasury lead of 
SPACE - Spotify’s Asian community engagement 
team. 

Antonio Salume
Creative PRODUCER

MONKEY’S 
WEDDING 

MEDIA

Yishen Zhou
Production Manager

Born and raised in Mexico City, ANTONIO SALUME  has worked with 
A24, Cinereach, Archer Gray, and as an assistant to five-time 
Academy Award-winning filmmaker Alejandro G. Iñárritu.  

His films have premiered at Shorts México, Tribeca Film Festival, 
and the Chinese American Film Festival. Antonio is passionate 
about philosophy, Middle Eastern cuisines, and running outdoors. 
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/yishenz
https://www.antoniosalume.com/


SOUND DESIGN

ANDY BAUER  started his career as a drummer and has 
performed in more than 70 cities across the United States 

and in 22 countries. He frequently plays at major music 
festivals including Bonnaroo, Coachella, Governor's Ball, 
Lollapalooza, Pitchfork, SXSW, Glastonbury and London 

Calling. He has shared the stage with Sia, HAIM, Kanye West, 
Florence and the Machine, and Sam Smith. 

Andy has found a love of sound producing and now 
takes his musical prowess into recording, producing and 
mixing across mediums. Some of the artists and groups 
Andy has written and recorded for include Kendra Morris, 
Twin Shadow, AKUA, Pegasus Warning, KISSEY, She’s Got a 

Habit, That Handsome Devil, and Eli "Paperboy" Reed.

You can find Andy's recent works here: 
https://www.andybauer.net/

ANDY 
BAUER

MONKEY’S 
WEDDING 

MEDIA
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DIRECTOR’S REEL 
Amy B Tiong
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1J5ffCDd0X4uwOx1z5WyaxDOm1553kfHy/preview
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Letter from the Director 

My father is a Singaporean immigrant who opened a 
Chinese fast-food restaurant in the city of Waterbury, Connecticut. 
Growing up, he and my mother often worked seven days a week, 
twelve hours a day. Assisting him on his delivery runs was usually 
my only opportunity to spend time with him.

In many ways, this story is a reflection of fragments of my 
childhood. Being an older Asian delivery driver was not always a 
safe occupation, yet the hazards of the job go unseen. My father’s 
hard work and vigilance made him a hero in my eyes. 

Yet his stoicism often came with repressed memories of his 
own past.  My parents uprooting their lives in rural Singapore and 
worked so their three kids could go to college. This is  a feat that I 
hope never goes unseen; this desire has given me the motivation 
to write this story. 

 I know this story is not just my own but that of many 
immigrant children. I hope that by creating this story, I am 
empathizing with those like me and encouraging others to tell their 
stories.

-Amy B Tiong Dad, My Sisters, & I 200219



THANK YOU
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